ESSAYS ON '1HE GITA

approach which humanity has been forced by its own
nature to adopt, is a monstrous mutual massacre un-
parallelled in history; a universal war, full of bitterness
and irreconcilable hatred, is the straight way and the
triumphant means modern man has found for the
establishment of universal peace!  That consumma-
tion, too, founded not upon any fundamental change
in human nature, but upon intellectual notions,
economic comenience, vital and sentimental shrinkings
from the loss of life, discomfort and horror of war,
effected by nothing better than political adjustments,
gives no ven certain promise of firm foundation and
long duration. A dav ma\ come, must surely come, we
will sa\, when humanity will be ready spiritually,
morally, socially for the reign of universal peace; mean-
while the aspect of battle and the nature and function
of man as a fighter have to be accepted and accounted
for bv anv practical philosophy and religion. The
Gita, taking life as it is and not only as it may be in
some distant future, puts the question how this aspect
and function of life, wdiich is really an aspect and
function of human activity in general, can be har-
monised with the spiritual existence.

The Gita is therefore addressed to a fighter, a man
of action, one whose duty in life is that of war and
protection, war as a part of government tor the protec-
tion of those who are excused from that duty, debarred
from protecting themselves and therefore at the mercy
of the strong and the violent, war, secondly and by a
moral extension of this idea, for the protection of the
weak and the oppressed and for the maintenance of

68